MODAL VERBS

PRESENT AND FUTURE

I Choose the correct word or phrase underlined in each sentence.

1. Look at those clouds. I think it can / might / must rain.

2. This is impossible! It can’t be / mustn’t be / may not be the answer.

3. Well done! You may be / must be / might be very pleased.

4. I’ve no idea where Jane is. She could be / must be anywhere.

5. I suppose it’s possible. I might / can / must come to your party.

6. I’m not sure. I must not / may not be able to get there in time.

7. That can’t be / mustn’t be / may not be David. He hasn’t got a bike.

8. Lisa isn’t here yet. She can be / must be on her way.

9. There’s someone at the door. It can be / could be the postman.

10. Sorry, I can’t come / may not come out. I have to do my homework.

II Rewrite each sentence, using can, can’t, might or must, and beginning and ending as shown.

1. Helen is really good at swimming.

Helen …………………………………………………..well.

2. It’s possible that our team will win.

Our team……………………………………………………win.

3. I’m sure this isn’t the right road.

This……………………………………………………..the right road.

4. I’m sure you work very hard!

You………………………………………………….very hard.

5. Jane isn’t allowed to come to our party.

Jane…………………………………………………to our party.

6. It’s possible that I’ll see you tomorrow, but I’m not sure.

I………………………………………………., but I’m not sure.

7. I’m afraid that your teacher is unable to come today.

I’m afraid that…………………………………………today.

8. I’m sure it’s very hot here in summer.

It…………………………………………..here in summer.

9. Excuse me, is it all right if I open the window?

Excuse me, …………………………………………..the window?

10. I suppose you are Mrs Perry. How do you do?

You……………………………………Mrs Perry. How do you do?
III Decide whether each pair of sentences have a similar meaning, or whether they are different. Write S for same or D for different.

a. You’d better go.      

                                                         

b. I ought to leave now.

c. You should have a rest

d. You must be crazy!

e. You must be here before7.30.

f. You mustn’t do that!

g. You shouldn’t eat so much.

h. We have to work harder.

i. I’d better write my letters.

j. You don’t have to press this button.
You should go. ___
I have to leave now. ___
You ought to have a rest. ___

You should be crazy! ___

You have to be here before 7.30.___

You don’t have to do that! ___

You ought not to eat so much. ___

We must work harder. ___

I must write my letters. ___

You mustn’t press this button. ___

IV Put one suitable modal auxiliary in each space.

1. Soldiers………………to obey orders.

2. I think you………………take your umbrella.

3. Sorry, I………………go now. I don’t want to be late.

4. I’m not sure, but I………………be able to help you.

5. Tom isn’t at home, so he………………be on his way here.

6. We………………better not leave any windows open.

7. It………………be a star, it’s too bright. Perhaps it’s an alien spaceship.

8. I don’t………………to go to work today. It’s a holiday.

9. Sorry, but I wasn’t………………to finish all the work you gave me.

10. I think you………………to ask your teacher for some advice.

V Rewrite each sentence so that it does not contain the phrase underlined.

1. If I were you I’d take more exercise.

I think you should take more exercise.
      2.  I expect the plane will land soon.

           ……………………………………………………………………………………...

      3.  You are not allowed to use a dictionary.

           ……………………………………………………………………………………...

4. It’s impossible for that to be Helen. She’s abroad.

......................................................................................................................

5. It’s possible that I‘ll come to your party.

......................................................................................................................

6. It’s not necessary for you to wait.

……………………………………………………………………………………...

7. You’d better stay in bed today.

......................................................................................................................
VI Fill in the gaps with can, can’t, must, mustn’t, should, shouldn’t.
Guidebook to Thailand

Visas

UK visitors must apply for a visa.

You (1) __________ enter the country without one.

Customs Regulations

You (2) __________ bring in up to 200 cigarettes.

You (3) __________ bring in guns or drugs.
You (4) __________ bring in one litre of wine or spirits.

Cars (5) __________ be brought into Thailand for personal use, but you 

(6) __________ have a valid Driving Licence.

You (7) __________ have at least US $250 with you. If you don’t you 

(8) __________ enter the country.

Advice to travellers

It’s usually very hot in Thailand, so you (9) __________ bring summer clothes.

You (10) __________ drink tap water. It’s not always dangerous, but it’s safer to buy bottled drinking water.

Traveller’s cheques get a better exchange rate than cash, so you 

(11) __________ bring traveller’s cheques with you.

You (12) __________ tip taxi drivers. They don’t expect tips, and they might be embarrassed.

You (13) __________ make international phone calls from hotels as they are very expensive. You (14) __________ use the government telephone offices.

You (15) __________ have medical insurance.
